
THE  
QUARTERLY  
BUZZ   

In This Issue:  

¶ Campaign 

Launch 

¶ Intern Welcome 

¶ Arbor Activities 

¶ Ex-SITE-ing 

Finds 

¶ Powerful Praise 

¶ Fit for First Aid 

¶ EE Stats 

¶ Penguin Predator 

Problems 

¶ Coastal Cleanup 

¶ CLP Snippets 

¶ Bokbaai Bioblitz 

¶ Horns and           

Hierarchy 

¶ Spring in Our 

Steps 

CTEET Newsletter Vol. 5  

July - September 2016  

Intern Welcome  
 
In July we welcomed 22 interns who 
have joined us for a year. They have 
been placed at 14 different conserva-
tion sites around Cape Town where 
they will be working and gaining in-
valuable experience in the field of 
nature conservation. Half of the in-
terns are from outside of the Western 
Cape, and through this opportunity 
are being exposed to a different side 
of conservation - most the Cityôs Re-
serves deal with Urban Conservation 
and this, coupled with  Cape Townôs 
unique vegetation types, results in 
new and exciting challenges for the 
interns.  
 
The programme is aimed at advanc-
ing the graduatesô careers and 
Thembani, who was based at False 
Bay Nature Reserve, has already 
accepted a permanent job as a Field 
Ranger with Table Mountain National 
Park. Tumi is moving to Gauteng to 
take up an Environmental Education 
position. Sinovuyo and Abongile both 
recently graduated with their National 
Diploma in Nature Conservation. 
Well done all of you - it is great to be 
able to share these achievements 
with our interns! 

 Welcome all our new interns! 

Campaign Launch  
 
Our óChanging Lives Through Natureô 
campaign was formulated to increase 
our exposure and support our fund-
raising efforts. We continue to use 
nature to uplift Cape Townôs youth 
and improve career opportunities 
while contributing to the conservation 
of our amazing biodiversity. We hope 
that looking after our natural systems 
will in turn provide opportunities and 
support social and personal growth. 
We stress that supporting this cam-
paign requires as little as sharing it 
with others and helping us broadcast 
the wonderful work we do.  
 
This campaign includes new social 
media platforms and a new website 
highlighting our work: 
 
ChangingLivesThroughNature.co.za 

 
Changing Lives Through Nature 
 

Please follow our pages to keep up 
to date with news and events. 

ñThe programme       
conveyed the importance 

of engaging in one's  
natural environment   

beyond merely viewing 
and observing it.ò 

Iintaka Zethu Group (Sept 2016) 



 Arbor Activities  
 
September is Arbor Month and we have been get-
ting our hands dirty along with learners from Capri-
corn Primary, Lotus Secondary, Welcome Primary, 
Perivale Primary and Mitchellôs Plain Primary!  
From the 1st to the 13th of September learners and 
teachers planted a total of 74 trees in the five 
schools. The trees planted were indigenous, includ-
ing Breede River yellowwood, water berry and 
white karee trees. The Abor celebrations focused 
on the importance of trees and the need to plant 

indigenous species.  
The message was 
highlighted by the 
learners presenting 
their own poems, 
songs and posters. 
 
Our  Eco-schools 
team ran celebra-
tions at the schools, 
all of which are in-
volved in the WESSA Eco-schools programme.  
The initiative aims to create awareness and action 
around environmental sustainability in schools and 
their surrounding communities. The trees were do-
nated by the Department of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries as part of their Arbor Week campaign 
which promotes planting and maintaining of indige-
nous tree species, especially in disadvantaged 
communities that are generally barren and water 
stressed areas. 
 
In total, 3221 enthusiastic learners got involved in 
planting the trees around their school grounds. In 
the future these trees will grow and shade many 
more generations of children. 

Taryn and Luvuyo with the trees all ready to plant!  

   Ex-Site -ing Finds  
 
During the August fish 
survey at Capricorn Park 
in the Muizenberg East 
Biodiversity Cluster, the 
team caught a Galaxias 
zebratus. This is a new 
record for Capricorn  
Park. 
 
At Milnerton Racecourse 
three new plant species 
were found by the Site 

Manager during 
August: Ficinia 
secunda, Nidorel-
la ivifolia and Fi-
cinia limosa. The 
latter species is 
still lumped as 
one species with 
Ficinia pygmaea. 
It is thus seen as 
an additional spe-
cies for Milnerton 
Racecourse. 
 

The Lepidopterist Society conducted a terrestrial 
invertebrate survey in September. In total 8 spe-
cies of butterflies and moths were identified, includ-
ing the African grass blue (Zezeeria knysna) which 
is a new entry on the species list of Milnerton 
Racecourse. 
 
A highlight at the Strandfontein Birding Area was 
the unusual sighting of a Soft-plumaged petrel. 
This marine species was spotted flying over the 
pans and this is the first time it has been seen at 
Strandfontein.  
 
The Atlantic Beach Golf Course Conservation Area  
team was thrilled with the sighting of both a Barn 
owl and a Spotted eagle owl. There are a number 
of owl-boxes on the 
estate and this is 
great confirmation 
that owls are around. 
 
Finding new species 
on a site is always 
exciting as it high-
lights the great work 
the conservation 
teams are doing to 
improve biodiversity 
- good work!  

Learners from Perivale Primary School 
enjoying Arbor Day. 

 The Galaxias zebratus found for the 
first time at Capricorn Park. 

 African grass blue spotted at 
Milnerton Racecourse  
(credit: F. Rautenbach). 

Soft-plumaged petrel at Strandfontein 
(credit D. Zarzavatsaki). 



 

 

 A glimpse of the fun with Zee-
koevlei Primary School. 

Fit for First Aid  
 
Great fun and learning was had by all 
who attended the Level 2 First Aid Train-
ing held at Rondevlei. Carol and her team 
from First Aid Priority 
provided the certified 
course run over four 
days in September. 
The penguin monitor 
and eland monitor 
teams  along with ed-
ucation staff and En-
vironmental Practices 
learners attended the 
training where they 
learnt and mastered 

CPR, the Heimlich Maneuver and how to 
stop bleeding, as well as other crucial life-
saving techniques! Due to the nature of 
our work in the field, the training focused 
on scenarios that field rangers and edu-
cators could face, such as snake bites. 
All of the 24 who attended the course 

passed both the written exam and 
the practical component, achieving 
well over the required 80% pass 
mark. The certificates received are 
valid for three years. 

 
It is reassuring that some of our 
staff who are working with children 
and animals on a daily basis now 
possess basic first aid skills and 
will be able to deal with possible 
accidents on site. 

 Phinando all bandaged up! 

EE Stats this 
Quarter  

Day Programmes: 
����  

 

Overnight Camps: 
����  

 

Number of       
Children Involved: 

��������  

Powerful 
Praise  

 

We received this wonderful 
thank you letter after 
Zeekeovlei Primary spent 
a weekend with us. It is 
always humbling to be rec-
ognised for what we strive 
to achieve through our 
camps. So often we are 
complimented on our activ-
ities and educational con-
tent, but this letter shows 
how simple things that we 
take for granted every day 
can have a huge impact. 


